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IN MEMORY OF HUGUES E. BOMANS
(Sclessin, 4 May 1928 - Montélimar, 29 August 2017)

Hugues Eli Bomans was born in Sclessin (Bel-
gium) on 4 May 1928. Hugo (as he was commonly
called by friends and relatives) followed humanistic
studies at a Jesuit College, then did his military service
in 1947. After that he attended the School of Tropical
Medicine in Anvers (Belgium) and finally he was
hired by the Medical Services of the Government of
the Belgian Congo. In 1948 Hugo left Belgium for
Africa. From 1949 to 1952 he worked at the Medical
laboratory of Bukavu, in the Congolese province of
Kivu; from 1952 to 1954 he joined the Section of Stu-
dies and Research against Malaria (S.E.R.A.M.) in
Elisabethville (now Lubumbashi) and Baudoinville
(now Moba), in the province of Katanga. From 1954
to 1959 he was responsible of the Hospitals in Alber-
tville (now Kalemie) in Katanga. In 1959 he left
Africa and he opened a travel agency in Brussels,
where he worked until his retirement in 1980. Once
retired, Hugo and his wife Marie-José left Belgium
and bought a house in the countryside of Provence, in
Southern France, near the city of Montélimar, where
he lived until he passed away on 29 August 2017.

His interest in entomology started in 1949 once
arrived in Congo, and he soon begun to study the beetle
family of Lucanidae, first investigating the African spe-
cies and then studying the world fauna of this fascinating
family of beetles. During his entomological career, Hugo
got in touch with the best specialists worldwide and stu-
died the collections of the most important Natural Hi-

story Museums. From 1966 to 1980 he was an official
scientific collaborator of the Institut Royal des Sciences
Naturelles in Brussels (Belgium). He was member of se-
veral entomological societies; in particular he has been
member of the Societa Entomologica Italiana from 1974
to 2012 (R. Poggi, personal communication).

As result of his research activity, he published
113 papers on the Coleoptera Lucanidae, describing
eight new genera and more than 200 new species and
subspecies. Hugo put also aside a huge private collec-
tion of stag beetles, consisting of about 25,000 speci-
mens from all over the world, including a good
amount of holotypes and paratypes. In 1998, due to a
serious disease to his eyes that prevented him from
continuing his entomological studies, Hugo decided
to sell his entire collection to the Natural History Mu-
seum of London, where it is now preserved and fully
available to the scientific community.

I got in touch for the first time with Hugo in 1982
when [ started my taxonomic research on the Coleoptera
Lucanidae and this was the beginning of a friendship
which lasted until his death. We actively collaborated
until his eye illness prevented him from continuing the
study of stag beetles, publishing together thirteen papers.
I visited him in his beautiful country house in Mont¢li-
mar and he also came to visit me in Tuscany. We both
were aware that if we should have lived more close, we
could have collaborated much more. As Hugo was not
very good in drawing, he sometimes asked his friend
and lucanid taxonomist Jean Pierre Lacroix (Paris) or to
myself to help him illustrating his papers. Even if Hugo
could be considered an amateur entomologist, his kno-
wledge of the stag beetle family was so deep that most
of the many new species he described are still conside-
red as valid species.

Humanly Hugo was a very kind person - we
can say a real gentleman - always ready to collaborate.
In the last years of his life, even if he stopped his
scientific activity, I used to call him by phone from
time to time to be updated on his health, and to inform
him about the last news concerning Lucanidae: I will
miss our amiably conversations, dear Hugo!

Luca Bartolozzi
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