
INTRODUCTION
Italy is an important hotspot of biodiversity in

the Mediterranean (Ruffo & Stoch, 2005). Central and
Southern Italy namely play an important role in Euro-
pean biogeography, having been one of the glacial refu-
gia during the quaternary (Dapporto, 2010; Urbani et
al., 2017). Thanks to this richness in biodiversity, dis-
coveries of new species are frequent, including some-
times the discovery of large and eye-catching beetles,
such as the recently described longhorn beetle Brachyta
petriccionei (Rapuzzi et al., 2019) (Cerambycidae).

The aim of this note is to publish some new
data on the beetle fauna of the Abruzzi gathered during
the last six years. Examined specimens are housed in
the following collections: RP (Riccardo Poloni,
Formigine, Italy) and AM (Alessio Morelli, Pescara,
Italy). The acronym FEI refers to the Italian entomol-
ogists’ forum (Forum Entomologi Italiani) that hosts
some photos of the specimens listed in this paper.

RESULTS
Necydalis (Necydalis) ulmi (Chevrolat, 1838) 
RECORDS: Abruzzo (AQ), Beffi, 650 m, 1-
15.VII.2019, wine traps, R. Poloni legit. One speci-
men (RP).

DISTRIBUTION: Europe, Caucasus, Transacaucasia. In
Europe its distribution spans from Spain to Poland, in-
cluding Italy, the Balkans, Romania and Bulgaria
(Sama, 2002). The distribution range in Italy spans
from the Alps to the Southern Appennines, but it is
very fragmented (Sama & Rapuzzi, 2011; Sama,
2005). 
REMARKS: This species is associated with broad-leaf
well-grown forests and old trees and is more ther-
mophilous that the only other European species of the
genus (Necydalis major Linnaeus). Since well-grown
broad-leaf forests are relatively rare in Italy, this
species is classified as NT (near threatened) in the Ital-
ian IUCN red list of saproxylic beetles (Rapuzzi et al.,
2014). In the Abruzzi region oak and broad-leaf
forests have a limited extension and are patchy due to
the orography of the area (which does not allow the
ideal climatic conditions for such kind of forests), to
reforestation with conifers and over-grazing by sheep. 
This is the first record for Abruzzi after the two his-
torical data, i.e. Leoni (1908) and a record in the Costa
collection in Portici (Naples) (Rapuzzi & Sama,
2011). A specimen of N. ulmi was recently posted on
the Forum Entomologi Italiani (FEIa) and reported by
Sama & Rapuzzi (2011), however, according to its
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collector (second author), that specimen could have
been mislabeled.

Agapanthia (Epoptes) cynarae (Germar, 1817)
RECORDS: Abruzzo (PE), Popoli, 42.17°N 13.80°E,
350 m, 9.VI.2019, R. Poloni legit, 3 specimens (RP).
DISTRIBUTION: Eastern Europe: from Italy, Balkans,
Crete and European Turkey (Sama, 2002). In Italy,
known so far from Fiuli-Venezia Giulia, Apulia, Basil-
icata and Calabria Regions (Sama & Rapuzzi, 2011).
REMARKS: the population from Southern Italy (includ-
ing probably the population here recorded from Central
Italy) could have a transadriatic origin, having colo-
nized the Italian land during the Pliocene when the sea
level variation uncovered large portions of land.
The species is chiefly associated with Asteraceae
(Sama, 2002), in Abruzzi region we found it on Carduus
sp. and Onopordum illyricum. In the same grassland we
found Agapanthia (Agapanthia) cardui, Agapanthia
(Agapanthia) maculicornis davidi, Agapanthia
(Epoptes) villosoviridescens, Agapanthia (Epoptes) sic-
ula malmerendii and Phytoecia (Phytoecia) vulneris
vulneris. This is the first record for this species for the
Abruzzi region.

Agapanthia (Agapanthia) maculicornis davidi Slàma,
1986
RECORDS: Abruzzo (PE), Popoli, 42.17°N 13.80°E,
350 m, 9.VI.2019 R. Poloni legit, 2 specimens (RP),
Abruzzo (AQ), Capestrano, 11.VI.2019, A. Morelli
legit, 1 specimen (AM).
DISTRIBUTION: This interesting subspecies is endemic
to Southern Italy and is currently known from Tus-
cany, Marche, Abruzzi, Latium, Molise, Apulia and
Sicily regions (Sama & Rapuzzi, 2011).
REMARKS: this species is usually found in grasslands.
The host plants recorded for this species so far have
been Campanula glomerata, Dianthus superbus and
Helianthemum spp (Sama, 2002). We found all the
recorded specimens on Carduus sp., likely the host
plant species in the aforementioned sites.

Obrium cantharinum (Linnaeus, 1767)
RECORDS: Abruzzo (AQ), Beffi, 650 m, 1-
15.VII.2019, wine traps, R. Poloni legit, 1 specimen
(RP); Abruzzo (PE) Popoli, close to “sorgenti del
Pescara”, VI.2018, C. Mantoni legit, 1 specimen (RP).
DISTRIBUTION: widely distributed in the Palaearctic re-
gion, Sama (2002) lists Europe, Caucasus, Armenia,

Siberia, Mongolia. In the Abruzzi region the species
was known thus far by a single record for Cappelle sul
Tavo (PE), 20.VII.2010, O. Pacchioni legit (Sama &
Rapuzzi, 2011).
REMARKS: this species usually develops in Populus
spp., Salixs pp., Rosa spp. and Quercus spp. (Sama,
2002; Bense, 1995). In the Abruzzi region Omar Pac-
chioni found it with a wine trap placed between an oak
and a poplar (FEIc), Cristina Mantoni collected it
using a sweeping net in a moist area with many
poplars (Mantoni, comm. pers.), and the first author
collected it with a wine trap placed on an oak, with no
poplars or willows in the surroundings.

Copris hispanus cavolinii (Petagna, 1792)
RECORDS: Abruzzo (AQ), Ofena, Borgo San Silvestro,
380 m, 42°18’06.0”N 13°46’48.1”E, 01.III.2015, A.
Morelli legit, 2 specimens (AM)
DISTRIBUTION: In Italy this subspecies occurs through
the peninsula and in Sicily, whereas in Sardinia we can
find the nominotypical subspecies (Ballerio et al.,
2010; 2014). Despite the wide distribution through the
peninsula, no records for the Abruzzi region have been
published thus far.
REMARKS: The specimens were collected in a xeric
pasture under sheep dung, at low altitude, character-
istics that fit very well with the biology of the species.
The species is new to the Abruzzi region and we hy-
pothesize that it could occur in other xeric or Mediter-
ranean environments of the region, such as Popoli,
Capestrano and Sulmona.

Triodontella nitidula (Rossi, 1790)
RECORDS: Abruzzo (PE), Serramonacesca, 790 m,
42°13’38.4”N 14°05’20.2”E, 06.VII.2014, on Poaceae
plants, A. Morelli legit, 1 specimen (AM).
Distribution: an Italian endemic, recorded thus far
from all the regions of the peninsula (with the excep-
tion of Liguria, Marche, Umbria, the Abruzzi and
Apulia) and in Sicily (Ballerio et al., 2010; 2014).
First record for the Abruzzi region.
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