
INtRodUCtIoN

As a preamble to the following discussion, I
think it is useful to present my opinion on the genus
Lathrobium Gravenhorts, 1802 and the subgenus
Glyptomerus Müller, 1856. Based on Schülke &
Smetana’s Catalog of Palaearctic Coleoptera (2015),
the species described in these pages should be in-
cluded in the subgenus Glyptomerus which contains
depigmented, apterous, anophthalmous or sub-anoph-
thalmous Lathrobium. In the past however (Bordoni,
1984) and still recently (Bordoni, 2018) I had consid-
ered it appropriate to refute this interpretation, reaf-
firming the synonymy between Lathrobium and
Glyptomerus. Coiffait, after writing that this subgenus
had no reason to exist (1972), later (1982) reproposed
it based on some characters (ventral lamina and dorsal
lamina of aedeagus always without denticulations, ex-
cept from sometimes at the apex; ventral lamina al-
ways divided in two at the apex; surface of the sixth
sternite visible with setae combs) which are not con-
stant in the species in question, nor exclusive of them,
since they are also observed in Lathrobium s. str. Ven-
tral and dorsal laminae with denticulation are present
also, for example, in L. elongatum (Linnaeus, 1767)

and L. dilutum Erichson, 1839; ventral lamina divided
in two at the apex occur for example in L. brunnipes
(Fabricius, 1792); sixth apparent sternite provided
with setae combs occur also in L. furcatum Czwalina,
1888 or in L. elongatum. 

In my opinion, therefore, the presence or ab-
sence of the above characters does not constitute suf-
ficient reason to create or maintain a subgenus. What
remains to distinguish the species in question whose
aedeagus has the same structure as the other Lathro-
bium. depigmentation, eyes reduced to a whitish ci-
catric or a few presumably non-functional ommatidia,
wingless, characters that are common to other Lath-
robium. In essence, a characteristic aspect for which
as early as 1984 (l. c.) I have indicated these species
with the word gliptomeroides.

In support of this opinion, I propose a couple of
examples. Years ago (Bordoni, 1987) I described
Atrechus casalei (sub Baptolinus), anophthalmous, sub-
aptherous and depigmented species that has not been
included in a separate subgenus compared to congeners
that have large eyes and dark livery. on another occa-
sion (Bordoni, 1973) I described Lesteva sbordonii, also
depigmented, sub-anophthalmous and with very small
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wings, very different from the dark brown congeners
with large protruding eyes. In this case I have also de-
scribed a new subgenus (Lestevina) due to the constant
presence in L. sbordonii and in some species of real di-
agnostic characters: fully carinate pronotum margin,
pronotum with a deep lateral fossa, constantly more
marked punctuation. In conclusion, since the important
characters are present / absent in both Lathrobium and
Glyptomerus, I believe that the name subgenus can and
should be used only in the presence of very significant
and peculiar characters.

the anophthalmous or sub-anophthalmous,
depigmented and apterous Lathrobium from the Ital-
ian oriental Alps are the following: L. alzonai Capra
& Binaghi, 1938 (Colli Berici); L. baldense Pace,
1975 (Mt Baldo; Lessini Mts); L. cavicola Müller,
1856 (Istria, Venezia Giulia; the only species not en-
demic of Italy, because occurs also in Austria, Croatia
and Slovenia); L. freyi Koch, 1938 (Cansiglio, Vene-
tiane Alps); L. pacei Piva, 1995 (Lessini Mts), L.
pinkeri Ganglbauer, 1901 (Mts Lessini, Massiccio del
Pasubio) and L. settei Pace & Zanetti, 1983 (Parco
della Musella-Verona). 

the collection of a new species of Lathrobium
on the Asiago plateau (Altopiano dei Sette Comuni)
in the province of Vicenza, where no other species be-
longing to this group has ever been collected, is of par-
ticular interest. My colleague Erminio Piva generously
gave me the opportunity to describe this taxon and
provided me with a large amount of data that I tried to
summarize in these pages, related to some Lathrobium
species of Northern Italy.

I also derived a great deal of information
from his excellent contribution (Piva, 1995) in
which he described L. pacei and provided morpho-
logical and geonemic data of other anophthalmous
or sub-anophthalmous, apterous and depigmented
Lathrobium.

Lathrobium pivai sp. n.
ExAMINEd MAtERIAL. Holotype ♂: Veneto, Altopiano
di Asiago (Altopiano dei Sette Comuni, Vicenza),
Mount Barco, 1100 m, Mondin leg. 6.VI.1996 (coll.
Piva); paratype: same data, Cogollo del Cengio (Vi-
cenza), Mount Barco, 1250 m, sud-ovest slopes, E.
Piva leg. 13.VII.2018, 1 ♂ (coll. Bordoni).
dESCRIPtIoN. Length of body about 8.8 mm; from an-
terior margin of head to posterior margin of elytra:
4.36 mm. Body (Fig. 1) uniformly yellow red. Head

length 1.22 mm from the antennal tubercles to the pos-
terior margin of the head, width 1.18 mm, at the point
of its maximum width behind the middle of it, with
rounded sides and widely rounded posterior angles.
Eyes depigmented, reduced to a very small sub-circu-
lar area with an axis of 0.074 mm. Antennae 2.4 mm
long, thickly pubescent.
Surface of head with polygonal, very fine micro-retic-
ulation, and transverse micro-striation on the lateral
margins. Punctation fine, circular and dense, often
with thin yellow setae, except from a narrow, median
stripe, without punctures. the distance between the
punctures more or less similar to their diameter. Prono-
tum length 1.48 mm, width 1.03 mm at the point of its
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Fig. 1. Lathrobium pivai sp. n.: body (total length 8.8 mm)
(photo S. Cuoco).
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maximum width near the anterior angles, sub-rectan-
gular, with barely oblique anterior margins and sub-
rectilinear sides, longer and narrower than head.
Surface shiny, without micro-sculpture, with numerous
punctures, except from a median stripe, similar to
those of the head, often with yellow setae, arranged in
some irregular series, absent on the lateral margins.
Elytra short, shorter and narrower than pronotum,
slightly dilated posteriad, with almost obsolete
humeral angles. Surface wrinkled, without micro-
sculpture, with rounded, irregular and superficial punc-
tures with yellow setae, sparser on the lateral margins.
Abdomen with transverse micro-striation and very fine

punctation, arranged in numerous closed series on each
segment. In ventral view the setae on the fourth and
fifth sternite visible converge towards the median axis.
these sternites have a weak median depression. Sixth
sternite visible with three superimposed series on each
half, composed of short blackish setae.
Aedeagus (Figs 2-6) 1.85 mm long; dorsal lamina in
lateral view (Fig. 3) thick and wider in the distal por-
tion than in the proximal portion; ventral lamina, in
lateral view gradually narrower towards the acute apex
(Fig. 4); in ventral view the ventral lamina has an elon-
gated ovoid shape (Fig. 5) with pointed apex and for
a long proximal section divided in two; the dorsal lam-
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Figs 2-3: Lathrobium pivai sp. n.: 2, 3 - aedeagus in lateral and ventral view (total length 1.85 mm) (photo S. Cuoco).
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ina (Fig. 6) also has a narrow ovoid shape and the dis-
tal apex more acute than the proximal one. the prox-
imal apex posteriorly presents, in lateral view, a short
series of minute denticulations, the first of which is
more evident than the others.
EtYMoLoGY. the species is dedicated with pleasure to
the colleague and friend Erminio Piva who collected the
interesting taxon here described, generously giving to
me the paratype, and who gave me a lot of information
on the depigmented Lathrobium of north-eastern Italy.
dIStRIBUtIoN. the species is known only from the
type locality. 
REMARKS. the paratype is similar to the holotype in
external and aedeagic characters.
the ventral lamina of the new species is similar to that
of Lathrobium baldense Pace, 1975 from Mt Baldo
and Lessini Mts (Veneto), from which it differs in the
following characters of aedeaagus: dorsal lamina nar-
row, ovoid elongate and spindle-shaped in dorsal
view; ventral lamina with narrowly rounded apex in
lateral view and with non-acute apex in ventral view.
the aedeagus of the new species also differs from that
of L. pinkeri Ganglbauer, 1901 of the Lessini Mts and
Massiccio del Pasubio-Novegno. In fact, in L. pinkeri
the aedeagus is very similar to that of L. baldense but
it has the apex of the dorsal lamina more dilated in lat-
eral view and wider in the middle-proximal portion in
dorsal view and therefore the aedeagus has a different
structure also from L. pivai sp. n. 

In 1975 Pace also described a subspecies of L.
pinkeri (pinkeri veronense) of the Lessini Mts that was
considered synonymous with L. pinkeri since the in-
dicated characters are considered of little account
(Bordoni, 1984).

Lathrobium pivai sp. n. is similar in the appear-
ance to L. freyi from which differs by the following
characters: body very stronger, broader and a little
shorter; head wider, with more rounded sides and
sparser punctation; pronotum massive, wider and a lit-
tle longer, with more marked anterior angles and
deeper punctation; elytra wider, with almost obsolete
humeral angles and very sparser punctation. From L.
freyi the new species differs also by the structure of
the aedeagus (Figs. 7-8).

Lathrobium freyi Koch, 1938
ExAMINEd MAtERIAL. Veneto, Mt Cesen (treviso),
900-1000 m, sud slopes, d. Zanon 25.V.1988, 1 ♂, 1
♀ (coll. Magrini), 1 ♂ (coll. Bordoni); Veneto, trichi-

ana, Val Brenta (Belluno), 900 m, d. Zanon
18.VI.1987, 2 ♀♀ (coll. Magrini); trentino, Susà
(Pergine Valsugana, trento), Rio Merdar, d. Zanon
2.VII.1992, 1 ♂ (coll. Bordoni), 1 ♂ (coll. Magrini).
dIStRIBUtIoN. this species is known from the hydro-
graphic left of the Piave river, in the pre-Alpine belt,
from the Bosco del Cansiglio to Mt Cesen and from
the hydrographic right of the Piave river in the Feltrine
Prealps (Mt Avena) and on massif of Mt Grappa (Piva,
1995). the record of Susà is the first to the right of the
Brenta river and is therefore of particular interest.
REMARKS. the species (Figs 7-8) is one of the most
widespread in the area both from a numerical and ter-
ritorial point of view. this probably explains some
variability in the structure of the ventral and dorsal
laminae of the aedeagus.

Lathrobium pacei Piva, 1995
the species is known from Veneto, Montagna Spac-
cata, Mts Lessini, Recoaro terme (Vicenza), 560 m
and from Valle del Boia, Valdagno (Vicenza), 465 m,
all records located west of the Valle dell’Agno. My
friend Piva tells me about stations east of that valley
(Valdagno, loc. Grendene, 610 m and SE slopes Mt
Scandolara, 745 m, leg. d. Bianco & E. Piva 2017-
2018), numerous specimens ♂♂ and ♀♀ (all col-
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Figs 4-6: Lathrobium pivai sp. n.: 4, 5 - aedeagus in lateral
and ventral view; 6 - dorsal lamina in dorsal view (scale bar:
0.5 mm). 
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lected by washing the soil) index of a thriving popu-
lation in conjunction with an optimal MSS for their
existence, which is a particularly interesting biogeo-
graphical datum. In these localities L. pacei does not
live with L. pinkeri which instead is present in the
typical locality and in the Valle del Boia (Piva,
com. pers.) 
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Figs 7-8: Lathrobium freyi Koch, 1938: 7 - body (total length 9.25); 8 - aedeagus in lateral view (photo S. Cuoco).
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